
 

 

California 
Subject 
Examinations for 
Teachers® 

TEST GUIDE 

PUNJABI 
SUBTEST III 

Sample Questions and Responses  
and Scoring Information 

Copyright © 2015 Pearson Education, Inc. or its affiliate(s).  All rights reserved. 
Evaluation Systems, Pearson, P.O. Box 226, Amherst, MA  01004 

California Subject Examinations for Teachers, CSET, and the CSET logo are trademarks of the  
Commission on Teacher Credentialing and Pearson Education, Inc. or its affiliate(s). 

Pearson and its logo are trademarks, in the U.S. and/or other countries, of Pearson Education, Inc. or its affiliate(s). 

CS-TG-QR168X-05 



California Subject Examinations for Teachers Test Guide 1 

Sample Test Questions for CSET: Punjabi Subtest III 
 
 
Below is a set of multiple-choice questions and constructed-response questions that are similar to the questions 
you will see on Subtest III of CSET: Punjabi.  You are encouraged to respond to the questions without looking 
at the responses provided in the next section.  Record your responses on a sheet of paper and compare them with 
the provided responses. 

Please note that at the actual test administration, you will hear rather than read the passages for the listening 
comprehension questions. 
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GENERAL DIRECTIONS 
 
This portion of the test consists of six sections:  (1) a listening comprehension section with multiple-choice 
questions, (2) a reading comprehension section with multiple-choice questions, (3) an oral expression section 
with a constructed-response assignment, (4) a listening comprehension section with a constructed-response 
assignment, (5) a reading comprehension section with a constructed-response assignment, and (6) a written 
expression section with constructed-response assignments.  The directions for each section appear before that 
section. 
 
For sections containing multiple-choice questions, read each question and answer choice carefully and choose 
the ONE best answer.  Try to answer all questions.  In general, if you have some knowledge about a question, it 
is better to try to answer it.  You will NOT be penalized for guessing. 
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DIRECTIONS FOR THE LISTENING COMPREHENSION 
MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS 

 
This section of the test contains multiple-choice questions that involve listening to an audio recording.  Listen 
carefully to the recording.  Each excerpt will be followed by one or more multiple-choice questions.  Each 
multiple-choice question has four answer choices.  After listening to an excerpt, read each question and answer 
choice carefully and choose the ONE best answer.  Excerpts will vary in length.  Unless otherwise indicated, 
each listening passage will be read twice. 
 
The first recorded excerpt will begin playing automatically once you advance to the next screen.  There will be 
20 seconds of silence at the beginning of each recording.  During these 20 seconds, you should familiarize 
yourself with the test question(s) presented on the screen. 
 
Once the audio begins, you will not be able to pause, stop, or replay it.  Therefore, listen carefully, then answer 
the question(s) on the screen.  Even if you are unsure of an answer, it is better to guess than not to answer a 
question at all.  You will NOT be penalized for guessing.   
 
You will not be able to go back and review your answers to questions in this section of the test.  Once you 
move to the next question, you will not be able to go back to previous questions in this section.  Therefore, be 
sure to select your answer carefully before you move to the next question.  The next recorded excerpt will not 
begin playing until you advance to the next question. 
 

Please be aware that the visual enhancements  and  are NOT available 
during this section of the test.  Please DO NOT use these features until you have completed all listening items 
and proceeded to the remaining sections of the test. 
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  (The examinee will hear and read on-

screen:) 
 
  Listen carefully to the following 

speech.  You will hear it twice. 
 
  (The examinee will hear:) 

 
(male):  mYN  es  ek|Q  ty  !p   sB    
dA   D\nvAd adA    krn    !e@   hM  = 
ek  hftA  hoe!   mYN   es   sBA   ^    
Kt  iliK!   sI  =  `s   Kt    ivc    mYN   
ek   byntI    kItI    sI   ik  pArk   dy    
purA,y ty    |quqyy  hoX   tKtpoSM   ^  hqA    
ky   `hnAN  dI  TM  ty mzbUt  ty   
!rAmdAek tKtpoS lgvA idty  jA,  =
 kl    mYN kI dyiK!  ik  sAry dy   sAry    
pArk    dy     tKtpoS   hI  bdly  hoX    
sn  =  b/I   KuSI  dI   g|l hY  ik  sA.y    
Sihr   dI   srkAr   ek   b/I  hI   
  uzu\myvAr  ty  wogtAmAn  hY  ty   jntA   
dI  hr   `m\g   dI   prBAvt hY  =    
 
Now answer the two questions that 
follow. 

 
  (The examinee will read on-screen:) 
 
 1. Which of the following best characterizes 

the mood of the speaker? 
 

A. remorse 
 
B. humility 
 
C. gratitude 
 
D. skepticism 

 
 
 
  (The examinee will read on-screen:) 
 
 2. The speaker's motivation for addressing 

the committee is based on which of the 
following assumptions? 

 
A. The benches in the park were 

dangerous. 
 
B. The benches were replaced as a 

result of his letter. 
 
C. The committee is reluctant to 

replace the benches. 
 
D. The committee is reluctant to 

replace benches in other parks. 
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DIRECTIONS FOR THE READING COMPREHENSION 
MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS 

 
Each question in this section of the test is a multiple-choice question with four answer choices.  Read each 
question and answer choice carefully and choose the ONE best answer.   
 
Try to answer all questions.  In general, if you have some knowledge about a question, it is better to try to 
answer it.  You will NOT be penalized for guessing. 
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  Read the passage below; then answer 

the three questions that follow. 
 
v|.y   bzAr  toN  iktAbGr   jA,    vAsty   
it\n  mIl  d|K,  vl  jA  ky  s/k  n\br   
nON    tk    jAP   =   s/k   n\br   nON  ty   
phu\c   ky  K|by   h|T   mu/o =ifr   do  mIl   
jA ky    !vA jAE   dI  b|tI  tk phu\co  = 
eToN  K|by  h|T   mu/ky   aYlm   glI    
!XgI  =  aYlm    glI   ty   it\n   mIl    
jA  ky  ek  hor   !vA  jAE   dI   b|tI   
!vygI= es  b|tI   toN   tusI   is|DA cly   
jAP  =  do  mIl hor  jA  ky  s/k   dy   s|jy  
h|T  ek   nAqkGr nzr   !XgA  =  
iktAbGr  ijh/I    ik   sfYd   do   m\jlI   
emArt  hY nAqkGr    toN  ek dm    
bAhd   ivc   !XgI  =  g|.I   K/HI    
 kr,   dI  jgHM  ipCly  pAsy   hY = 

 
 
 3. The driver is instructed to go straight at 

which of the following landmarks? 
 

A. theater 
 
B. traffic light 
 
C. library 
 
D. route 9 

 
 
 

 
 4. How far does the driver travel before 

making a left turn? 
 

A. 3 miles 
 
B. 5 miles 
 
C. 7 miles 
 
D. 9 miles 

 
 
 
 
 5. In what direction will the driver be 

traveling on beginning the trip to the 
library? 

 
A. north 
 
B. south 
 
C. east 
 
D. west 
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(The examinee will hear and read on-screen:) 
 

DIRECTIONS FOR THE ORAL EXPRESSION CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE ASSIGNMENTS 
 
For this section of the test, you will record spoken responses to two assignments presented on-screen.  You must 
respond to the assignments in the target language.   
 
At the conclusion of these directions, the test will automatically advance and the first speaking assignment will 
be presented on the next screen.  You will have two minutes to review the assignment and consider your 
response.  You will be notified when the two minutes is complete.  Then watch the screen as the test advances 
and the first recording box is presented.  You will have two minutes to record your response.  Do NOT begin 
speaking until the screen advances and you see a Recorded Answer box presented on-screen.  A sample of the 
Recorded Answer box appears below.   
 

 
 
Monitor your recording time by referring to the Recorded Answer box.  The time in the Recorded Answer box 
will count down from 120 seconds (2 minutes) and the status bar will fill as your recording time progresses. 
 
When the two minutes is completed, the current status on the Recorded Answer box will change to "completed," 
indicating the conclusion of the first speaking assignment.  You will automatically be advanced to the next 
screen, where the second assignment will be presented.  If you finish your response before the end of the two 
minutes, you may advance to the second assignment by clicking the Next button.  If you advance to the second 
assignment with recording time remaining, you will NOT be able to return to the first assignment. 
 
Your responses will be evaluated based on the following criteria. 
 

PURPOSE:  the extent to which the response addresses the constructed-response assignment's charge in 
relation to relevant CSET subject matter requirements 
 
SUBJECT MATTER KNOWLEDGE:  the application of accurate subject matter knowledge as described 
in the relevant CSET subject matter requirements 
 
SUPPORT:  the appropriateness and quality of the supporting evidence in relation to relevant CSET subject 
matter requirements 
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Relevant Subject Matter Requirements 

• Construct connected oral discourse that communicates a message effectively. 

• Construct connected oral discourse that demonstrates a wide range of vocabulary. 

• Construct connected oral discourse that demonstrates idiomatic expressions. 

• Construct connected oral discourse that demonstrates linguistic structures.  

 
You may use the erasable notebooklet provided to make notes; however, you will be scored only on the 
recorded responses.  You will have only ONE opportunity to record your response to each assignment.  Be 
sure that your microphone is in a downward position near your mouth before you begin speaking.   
 



Punjabi Subtest III 
 

California Subject Examinations for Teachers Test Guide 9 

 
(The examinee will hear and read on-screen:) 

 
 6. Read the assignment below.  You will have 2 minutes to review this assignment and consider your 

response, and then 2 minutes to record your final response.  You will be told when the review time 
is over and the recording is about to begin.  Begin reading the assignment and considering your 
response now.   

 
(The examinee read on-screen:) 

 
Imagine that a friend from Punjab has been offered a job in a city near where you live, and asks your 
opinion on the pros and cons of living and working in your area.  Speaking in Punjabi, discuss the 
advantages and disadvantages of living and working in your area.  In your response you may include, 
but are not limited to, the following topics: 

 
• a brief description of some of the important features of the area in which you live (for example, 

climate, natural features, distribution of people, mix of population, regional differences within the 
state, cultural amenities, educational and medical facilities, recreational and entertainment options); 
and  

 
• an analysis of the advantages and disadvantages of living and working in your area. 
 

 
 (The examinee will have two minutes to study the assignment above; then two minutes to respond.) 
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(The examinee will hear and read on-screen:) 

 
 7. Read the assignment below.  You will have 2 minutes to review this assignment and consider your 

response, and then 2 minutes to record your final response.  You will be told when the review time 
is over and the recording is about to begin.  Begin reading the assignment and considering your 
response now.   

 
(The examinee read on-screen:) 

 
Imagine that you are attending a summer institute at a university in Punjab.  You are asked to speak  
to a group of students about your previous college experiences.  Speaking in Punjabi, describe a college 
or university you have attended.  In your response you may include, but are not limited to, the following 
topics: 

 
• a description of a college or university you have attended; 
 
• an explanation of why you chose to attend that college or university; 
 
• an analysis of what you liked and disliked about the college or university; and 
 
• a discussion of why you would or would not recommend that school to others. 
 
 
(The examinee will have two minutes to study the assignment above; then two minutes to respond.) 
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(The examinee will hear and read on-screen:) 
 

DIRECTIONS FOR THE LISTENING COMPREHENSION 
CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE ASSIGNMENT 

 
This section of the test consists of a listening comprehension assignment.  You will listen to an audio recording 
of a passage.  The listening passage will be read twice.  After you have heard the passage twice, you will 
respond in writing to the assignment presented.  This should be your original work, written in your own words, 
and not copied or paraphrased from some other work. 
 
Your response may be written in either English or the target language.  You may use the erasable 
notebooklet to make notes, write an outline, or otherwise prepare your response.  If you choose to respond in 
English, type your response in the response box presented on-screen.  If you choose to respond in the target 
language, your final response must be written on the response sheet provided.  Please label your response sheet 
with the appropriate Assignment number (e.g., “Assignment 8”).  Your response sheet must be scanned using 
the scanner provided at your workstation. 
 
Instructions for scanning your response sheet are available by clicking the “Scanning Help” button at the 
top of the screen. 
 
Your response to the listening comprehension assignment in this section will be evaluated based on the 
following criteria.   
 
PURPOSE:  the extent to which the response addresses the constructed-response assignment's  
charge in relation to relevant CSET subject matter requirements 
 
SUBJECT MATTER KNOWLEDGE:  the application of accurate subject matter knowledge as  
described in the relevant CSET subject matter requirements 
 
SUPPORT:  the appropriateness and quality of the supporting evidence in relation to relevant  
CSET subject matter requirements 
 

Relevant Subject Matter Requirements 

• Demonstrate an understanding of the main ideas and significant details of oral messages in a variety 
of authentic contexts. 

• Make deductive and inductive inferences based on information contained in oral messages. 

• Analyze and evaluate oral messages in relation to their purpose, context, and point of view. 

 
Any time spent responding to the assignment, including scanning the response sheet(s), is part of your testing 
time.  Monitor your time carefully.  When your testing time expires, a pop-up message will appear on-screen 
indicating the conclusion of your test session.  Only response sheets that are scanned before you end your test or 
before time has expired will be scored.  Any response sheet that is not scanned before testing ends will NOT be 
scored. 
 

Please be aware that the visual enhancements  and  are NOT available 
during this section of the test.  Please DO NOT use these features until you have completed all listening items 
and proceeded to the remaining sections of the test. 
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(The examinee will read on-screen:) 

 
 8. Write a response, in either Punjabi or English, in which you: 

 
• describe a historical event and time period that the speakers might be discussing; and 
 
• describe the different viewpoints of the two speakers. 
 

  (The examinee will hear:) 
 
(one male and one female speaker; male speaks first) 
 
!dmI:  p\jAb  ivc jo  Jg/A fsAd hoe!< `s dI  koE  lo/ nhI sI = jy  sA.y  nytA blvAn aty  smJdA
r  hu\dy< tM koE  `pA`  l|B  lYNdy + 
 
aOr|t:  mYN  tuhA.I  es  g|l  nAl  sihmt  nhIN =  eh  ibptA  zrUr  pY,I  sI ik`Nik  sA.y  lok-invAsI
@  dI@  kE  iksm  dI@  SrtM  aty  m\gM-lo/M  sn + 
 
aAdmI:  l|KM  kro/M  lokM  nU\  `lq-pulq krn dI  koE  lo/  nhIN  sI =  jy  sA.y  nytA  koiSS  krdy tM  s
m|is@vM  dy  `pA`  lB  lYNdy = jntA  dI  brbAdI  tM  nM  hu\dI  + 
 
$r|t:  SAed  ho  skdA hY =  pr  hu,  sA.I  zumyvArI  hY  ik  sA.y  koloN  jo  ho  sky  `h  asIN  krIX = jo  ip
ClI@  g|ltIN@  ho g|E@  hn `hnM  nU\  vAr  vAr  nM  duhrAe@ jAX + 
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DIRECTIONS FOR THE READING COMPREHENSION 
CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE ASSIGNMENT 

 
For the constructed-response assignment in this section, you are to prepare a written response. 
 
Your response may be written in either English or the target language.  Read the assignment carefully 
before you begin to write.  Think about how you will organize what you plan to write.  You may use the 
erasable notebooklet to make notes, write an outline, or otherwise prepare your response.  If you choose to 
respond in English, type your response in the response box presented on-screen.  If you choose to respond in 
the target language, your final response must be written on the response sheet provided.  Please label your 
response sheet with the appropriate Assignment number (e.g., “Assignment 9”).  Your response sheet must be 
scanned using the scanner provided at your workstation. 
 
Instructions for scanning your response sheet are available by clicking the “Scanning Help” button at 
the top of the screen. 
 
Your response will be evaluated based on the following criteria. 
 
PURPOSE:  the extent to which the response addresses the constructed-response assignment's  
charge in relation to relevant CSET subject matter requirements 
 
SUBJECT MATTER KNOWLEDGE:  the application of accurate subject matter knowledge as described 
in the relevant CSET subject matter requirements 
 
SUPPORT:  the appropriateness and quality of the supporting evidence in relation to relevant  
CSET subject matter requirements 
 

Relevant Subject Matter Requirements 

• Demonstrate an understanding of the main ideas and significant details of written texts. 

• Make deductive and inductive inferences based on information contained in written texts. 

• Apply critical reasoning skills to written texts. 

 
The assignment is intended to assess subject matter knowledge and skills, not writing ability.  Your response, 
however, must be communicated clearly enough to permit a valid judgment of your knowledge and skills.  
Your response should be written for an audience of educators in the field and may be written in either the 
target language or English.   
 
Your response should be your original work, written in your own words, and not copied or paraphrased from 
some other work.  You may not use any reference materials during the test.  Remember to review your work 
and make any changes you think will improve your response. 
 
Any time spent responding to the assignment, including scanning the response sheet(s), is part of your testing 
time.  Monitor your time carefully.  When your testing time expires, a pop-up message will appear on-screen 
indicating the conclusion of your test session.  Only response sheets that are scanned before you end your test 
or before time has expired will be scored.  Any response sheet that is not scanned before testing ends will 
NOT be scored. 
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 9. Read the passage below; then complete the exercise that follows. 
 

hvAE jhAz nU\ jo/n vAsty < sB  toN pihlM < .|by  ivc  dyKo ik  sB  kuJ siml|t hY =`s toN bAd < jy tusIN 
 hvAE  jhAz  dA  v|.A nmUnA KrIidaA hY  tM es hvAE jhAz dy  >Mcy  nU\ pu|QA  kro  aty pDrI jgA ty 
r|K ky< `trn vAly p|hI ay  lgA` = jy tusIN Coqy nmUny dA  hvAE jhAz jo/ rhy ho tM agly  K\b  hvAE 
jhAz  dy >Mcy nU\ jo/o = jy tusIN  `|trn vAly  phIay  ajy  tk  nhI  jo/y < tM hu,  `hnM  phIaM  nU\  vI 
jo/o = es toN bAd < ipCly  K\B  >Mcy  nAl  jo/o = sB toN aKIr ivc < hvAE jhAz   dy  a|gy  D|k,  vAly  
p|Ky  nU\   >Mcy  dy  agly pAsy jo/o + 
 
Write a response, in either Punjabi or English, in which you: 
 
• list the steps in the process being described in the form of a numbered list; and 
 
• describe how the process differs depending on the model purchased. 
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DIRECTIONS FOR THE WRITTEN EXPRESSION 
CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE ASSIGNMENTS 

 
For each constructed-response assignment in this section, you are to prepare a written response in the target 
language. 
 
Read each assignment carefully before you begin to write.  Think about how you will organize what you plan to 
write.  You may use the erasable notebooklet to make notes, write an outline, or otherwise prepare your 
responses.  However, your final responses must be written on the response sheets provided (one for 
Assignment 10 and two for Assignment 11).  Please label your response sheets with the appropriate 
Assignment numbers (e.g., “Assignment 10” and “Assignment 11”).  Your response sheets must be scanned 
using the scanner provided at your workstation. 
 
Instructions for scanning your response sheets are available by clicking the “Scanning Help” button at 
the top of the screen. 
 
For Assignment 10, your response will be evaluated based on the following criteria. 
 
PURPOSE:  the extent to which the response addresses the constructed-response assignment's charge in 
relation to relevant CSET subject matter requirements 
 
SUBJECT MATTER KNOWLEDGE:  the application of accurate subject matter knowledge as 
described in the relevant CSET subject matter requirements 
 
SUPPORT:  the appropriateness and quality of the supporting evidence in relation to relevant CSET 
subject matter requirements 
 
For Assignment 11, your response will be evaluated based on the following criteria. 
 
PURPOSE:  the extent to which the response addresses the constructed-response assignment's charge in 
relation to relevant CSET subject matter requirements 
 
SUBJECT MATTER KNOWLEDGE:  the application of accurate subject matter knowledge as 
described in the relevant CSET subject matter requirements 
 
SUPPORT:  the appropriateness and quality of the supporting evidence in relation to relevant CSET 
subject matter requirements 
 
DEPTH AND BREADTH OF UNDERSTANDING:  the degree to which the response demonstrates 
understanding of the relevant CSET subject matter requirements 
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Relevant Subject Matter Requirements 

• Compose a well-organized passage in the target language employing styles and levels of diction 
appropriate for a given audience. 

• Compose a well-organized passage in the target language employing styles and levels of diction 
appropriate for a given purpose. 

• Compose a well-organized passage in the target language employing styles and levels of diction 
appropriate for a given occasion. 

• Compose a well-organized passage in the target language demonstrating command of a wide range of 
vocabulary. 

• Compose a well-organized passage in the target language demonstrating command of idiomatic 
expressions. 

• Compose a well-organized passage in the target language demonstrating command of linguistic 
structures. 

 
Your responses should be your original work, written in your own words, and not copied or paraphrased from 
some other work.  You may not use any reference materials during the test.  Remember to review your work and 
make any changes you think will improve your responses.  Your responses should be written for an audience of 
educators and must be written in the target language. 
 
Any time spent responding to the assignment, including scanning the response sheet(s), is part of your testing 
time.  Monitor your time carefully.  When your testing time expires, a pop-up message will appear on-screen 
indicating the conclusion of your test session.  Only response sheets that are scanned before you end your test or 
before time has expired will be scored.  Any response sheet that is not scanned before testing ends will NOT be 
scored. 
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 10. Complete the exercise that follows. 

 
Writing in Punjabi, use the space provided to narrate an incident or event that you experienced  
as a student in high school or college.  In your response you may include, but are not limited to, the 
following information. 
 
• when the incident or event took place 
 
• where the incident or event took place 
 
• the circumstances in which the incident or event took place 
 
• the outcome of the incident or event 
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 11. Complete the exercise that follows. 
 

Imagine that a friend from Punjab is considering enrolling in a postgraduate program at a college  
or university in the general area where you are currently living and has asked you to provide some 
information about the area in which you live.  Write a letter in Punjabi to your friend responding to this 
request for information.  In your letter you must include, but are not limited to, the following topics: 

 
• a brief description of some important features of the area in which you live (for example, climate, 

natural features, distribution of people, mix of population, regional differences within the state, 
cultural amenities, educational and medical facilities, recreational and entertainment options); and 

 
• an analysis of the advantages and disadvantages of living and going to school in your area. 
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Annotated Responses to Sample Multiple-Choice Questions for CSET:  
Punjabi Subtest III 

 
 

Language and Communication:  Listening Comprehension 

 1. Correct Response:  C.  (SMR Code:  5.2)  In this passage, the speaker has asked for benches in a park to 
be replaced.  The speaker is showing gratitude by acknowledging the responsiveness of government 
authorities to his request. 

 
 2. Correct Response:  B.  (SMR Code:  5.3)  The speaker has previously asked for the park benches to be 

replaced.  He has since seen that the benches were replaced.  He assumes that this replacement has been 
made in response to his request.  Nothing in the passage indicates that this is in fact the case. 

 
 

Language and Communication:  Reading Comprehension 

 3. Correct Response:  B.  (SMR Code:  6.1)  The passage directs the driver to turn left on Elm Street, travel 
for three miles until coming to a traffic light, and then travel straight through the traffic light and continue 
for another two miles. 

 
 4. Correct Response:  A.  (SMR Code:  6.2)  The passage directs the driver to travel three miles south to 

route 9 and then make a left turn.   
 
 5. Correct Response:  A.  (SMR Code:  6.3)  The first line of the passage directs the driver to travel south to 

get to the library. 
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Examples of Strong Responses to Sample Constructed-Response 
Questions for CSET: Punjabi Subtest III 

 
 

Language and Communication:  Oral Expression 

Question #6 
 
A strong response to this oral expression constructed-response assignment would address the assigned topic in 
the target language and develop the topic by elaboration of specific points.  The response would be delivered in 
a consistently clear manner.  The speaker would speak fluently, using a variety of sentences.  The speaker's 
vocabulary would show mastery of a broad vocabulary including appropriate idiomatic expressions.  The 
speaker would handle simple and complex linguistic constructions, avoiding errors that interfere with 
communication.  The speaker would exhibit good to excellent pronunciation and intonation. 
 
Examples that might be mentioned in a response to question #6 could include: 
 
• a brief description of some of the important features of the area in which you live (for example, climate, 

natural features, distribution of people, mix of population, regional differences within the state, cultural 
amenities, educational and medical facilities, recreational and entertainment options) 

 
• an analysis of the advantages and disadvantages of living and working in your area 
 
 
Question #7 
 
A strong response to this oral expression constructed-response assignment would address the assigned topic in 
the target language and develop the topic by elaboration of specific points.  The response would be delivered in 
a consistently clear manner.  The speaker would speak fluently, using a variety of sentences.  The speaker's 
vocabulary would show mastery of a broad vocabulary including appropriate idiomatic expressions.  The 
speaker would handle simple and complex linguistic constructions, avoiding errors that interfere with 
communication.  The speaker would exhibit good to excellent pronunciation and intonation. 
 
Examples that might be mentioned in a response to question #7 could include: 
 
• a description of the college or university:  its size, whether it is in an urban or a rural setting, the student 

population, etc. 
 
• an explanation of why you chose to attend that college or university, e.g., the geographical location or the 

recreational activities in the area 
 
• an analysis of what you liked or disliked about the college or university, e.g., the courses or programs 

offered, the extracurricular activities available, or the social life in the dormitory 
 
• a discussion of your satisfaction or dissatisfaction with the courses, professors, food, dormitories, 

education you received, etc. 
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Language and Communication:  Listening Comprehension 

Question #8 (Score Point 3 Response) 
 
 

The speaker may be talking about the storming of the Golden Temple by Indian troops  

in 1984 or may be talking about the unrest following the partition of India into India and 

Pakistan in 1947.  The male speaker is suggesting that blame and responsibility for the 

tragedy rests with the political leaders who failed to find a resolution for the problems 

leading up to the tragedy.  The female speaker would like to create an awareness of social 

struggles and suggests that everyone shares in the responsibility for what happened and that 

everyone has a shared civic responsibility to deal with social issues. 
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Language and Communication:  Reading Comprehension 

Question #9 (Score Point 3 Response) 
 
 

Big Plane 

1. Make sure all pieces are in the box. 

2. Put the body upside down on a flat surface. 

3. Attach the landing gear. 

4. Attach the rear wing assembly. 

5. Attach the propeller. 

Small Plane 

1. Make sure all pieces are in the box. 

2. Attach the front wings to the airplane. 

3. Put the body upside down on a flat surface. 

4. Attach the landing gear. 

5. Attach the rear wing assembly. 

6. Attach the propeller. 

Directions for the small plane include attaching the front wings to the airplane.  This step 

must be done before attaching the landing gear. 
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Language and Communication:  Written Expression  
(Short [Focused]-Response Question) 

Question #10 (Score Point 3 Response) 
 
 

grmI@  dI@  Cu|qI@  Ktm  ho  gE@  hn =  aj  myry  skUl  Ku|lHn  dA  phlA   idn  hY  =  sB   

ivid!rTI  nvyN   kp/y  pA  ky  <  b/y   joSM   nAl   itaAr  ho  ky  < nvyN   bsty  ty  kApI@  lY  ky  skUl  phu\cy  =  

sB  toN  phlI   jmAt  myrI  k\ip~qr   dI  sI  =  jdoN  m YN   k\ip~qr  dI   jmAt  ivc  ig!  tM  myrI  KuSI  dI  

hd  nA  rhI  ik`N  ik  mY^  k\ip~qr  isKn  dI   b/I  hI   idlcspI  hY   ty  mYN  sArI@   grmI@   es  klAs

 ivc  dAKl  ho,  dA   e\tzAr   kItA  hY  =  jdoN  mYN  k\ip~qr  dI   jmAt  ivc  ig!  tM   mY^  eh  sun  ky    

b/I   KuSI   hoE   ik   hr   ivid!rTI  ^  !pnA  k\ip~qr   imlygA =  mY^  .r  sI   ik  ikty   ipCly   sAl   

vMgu\   mY^   iksy   hor  ivid!rTI  nAl   k\ip~qr   rl iml   ky  nA   vrtnA  pX  = hu,  jdoN  aiD!pk    

jmAt  ivc  !e!   tM  `sny  sA^  k\ip~qr  clAn  lE  ikhA  =  asIN  ij`N   k\ip~qr  clAe!  ty   `h 

ek  dm   b\d   ho  ig!  =  ek  do  vAr  estrM   b\d  ho  jA,  toN   bAd   mYN   aiD!pk   ^  puiC!   ik    

estrHM  ik`N   ho   irhA   hY ?   `sny   ikhA  ik   mYN   clA  ky  dyKdA  hM  =   aiD!pk  nAl  vI   esy  trHM   hI  

hoe!  = aiD!pk  ny  ifr  tknIkI  mAhr  ^   bulAe!   =   tknIkI  mAhr  ny   jd   gOr  nAL  dyiK!  tM   

ptA  cil!  ik  eh  sAry   k\ip~qr  nklI   puriz@   nAl  bny   hoX  hn   ty   es   lE  eh  jrUrI   hY   ik

eh  sAry   k\ip~qr   k\pnI  ^  vAps  Byjy jA,  =   ij\nA  icr   nvyN  k\ip~qr   nhIN   !  jMdy    sA^   purAny  

ihsAb   dy  nAl   hI   p/AE  krnI  pXgI  =  ijnM  mY^   es  jmAt dA  cAa   sI  <  PhnI   hI   inrASgI    

hoE  hY  = 
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Language and Communication:  Written Expression  
(Extended-Response Question) 

Question #11 (Score Point 4 Response) 
 
 

sRI mAn jI 

mYn\U  eh  sunky  bhut  KuSI  hoE  h Y ik  tusIN   amrIkA  dI   ek  bhut  mShUr wUnIvrsqI   ivc  

p/AE  krn  vAsty ! rhy  ho = eh  wUnIvrsqI  ijs  SYhr  ivc  sTApt  hY  `h  itn  sO  sAl  

purAnA  SYhr hY =  es  SYhr  dI  !bAdI  p\jI  hzAr  (25<000)  dy tkrIb  hY = es  SYhr   dy  vAsI   

dunI@  dy  hr   hr  kon y iv|coNN  @X  hoX  hn   ty  sArI  dunI@  dI@  bolIN@  boldy  hn = es    

SYhr  ivc  tuhAnU|  sAry  ivSv  dI  siBatA dI  Jl|k  imly  gI = ayTON dI  @bo  hvA  !pny  dys  

vrgI   hI  hY = grmI@  ivc grmI  aty  srdIN@   ivc  srdI  pYNdI  hY = BMvyN  eh  CoqA  ijhA   

SYhr  hY pr  es  SYhr  ivc  do  ajAebGr < a|Q  lAebryrI@ < itn\  isnmyN aty  ek  bhut  hI  

v|.A  sqy.Iw|m  hY = sqy.Iw|m  ivc  kE  iksm  dI@  Ky.M  Ky.I@  jMdI@  hn = sqy.Iw|m  ivc  

cAlI  hzAr  lokM  lE  sIqM  dI  jgA  h Y = es  SYhr  ivc  ek  bhut  m  ShUr  hsptAl  vI  hY   

ij|TO  d y  .Akqr  bhut  ig!nI  hn = es  SYhr  ivc  hor  vI   kE  iksm  dI@  shUltM  hn  =  

es  SYhr  ivc  esME@  dy  igrjyGr < muslmAnM  dI@  msItM <  boDI@  dy  m\dr  aty  whUdI@  

dy  isnAgAg  vI  nAlo  nAl  hI hn =   SYhr  dy  ivc  ek  bhut  v|.I     m \.I  hY  ijTy  hr ik sm   

dI@  cIzM  aty  sm|grI@  iml  skdI@  hn = BMvyN  eh   SYhr  CoqA  ijhA  hI  hY  pr es  SYhr   

ivc  v|.y  SYhrM  dI@  shUltM  imldI@  hn =  mYn\  ivSvAs  hY  ik    es SYhr  ivc   tuhAnU\  hr   

iksm  dI@  idlc|spI@  iml  jAn  gI@  aty  tuhA.A  smM  b/I@   KuSI@  aty  rO,kM  nAl  l\G 

jAvy gA = 
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Scoring Information for CSET: Punjabi Subtest III 
 
 
Responses to the multiple-choice questions are scored electronically.  Scores are based on the number of 
questions answered correctly.  There is no penalty for guessing. 
 
Responses to constructed-response questions are scored by qualified California educators using focused holistic 
scoring. 
 
Because the constructed-response questions on CSET: Punjabi Subtest III are of two types—one type requiring 
a short (focused) response taking approximately 10–15 minutes (for written responses) or 2 minutes (for oral 
responses) to complete, and another type requiring an extended response taking approximately 30–45 minutes to 
complete—two sets of performance characteristics and two scoring scales will be used to score responses to the 
constructed-response questions.  Scorers will judge the overall effectiveness of your responses while focusing 
on the appropriate performance characteristics that have been identified as important for this subtest (see  
below and pages 26 and 28).  Each response will be assigned a score based on an approved scoring scale (see 
pages 26, 27, and 29). 
 
Your performance on the subtest will be evaluated against a standard determined by the Commission on Teacher 
Credentialing based on professional judgments and recommendations of California educators. 
 
 

Performance Characteristics and Scoring Scales for CSET: Punjabi Subtest III 

A.  SHORT (FOCUSED)-RESPONSE QUESTIONS 
 
Performance Characteristics.  The following performance characteristics will guide the scoring of responses 
to the short (focused)-response constructed-response questions on CSET: Punjabi Subtest III. 
 

PURPOSE The extent to which the response addresses the constructed response assignment's 
charge in relation to relevant CSET subject matter requirements. 

SUBJECT MATTER 
KNOWLEDGE 

The application of accurate subject matter knowledge as described in the relevant 
CSET subject matter requirements. 

SUPPORT The appropriateness and quality of the supporting evidence in relation to relevant 
CSET subject matter requirements. 

 

Relevant Subject Matter Requirements for Listening Comprehension 

• Demonstrate an understanding of the main ideas and significant details of oral messages in a variety of 
authentic contexts. 

• Make deductive and inductive inferences based on information contained in oral messages. 

• Analyze and evaluate oral messages in relation to their purpose, context, and point of view. 

 

Relevant Subject Matter Requirements for Reading Comprehension 

• Demonstrate an understanding of the main ideas and significant details of written texts. 

• Make deductive and inductive inferences based on information contained in written texts. 

• Apply critical reasoning skills to written texts. 
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Relevant Subject Matter Requirements for Written Expression 

• Compose a well-organized passage in the target language employing styles and levels of diction 
appropriate for a given audience. 

• Compose a well-organized passage in the target language employing styles and levels of diction 
appropriate for a given purpose. 

• Compose a well-organized passage in the target language employing styles and levels of diction 
appropriate for a given occasion. 

• Compose a well-organized passage in the target language demonstrating command of a wide range of 
vocabulary. 

• Compose a well-organized passage in the target language demonstrating command of idiomatic 
expressions. 

• Compose a well-organized passage in the target language demonstrating command of linguistic 
structures. 

 

Relevant Subject Matter Requirements for Oral Expression 

• Construct connected oral discourse that communicates a message effectively. 
• Construct connected oral discourse that demonstrates a wide range of vocabulary. 
• Construct connected oral discourse that demonstrates idiomatic expressions. 
• Construct connected oral discourse that demonstrates linguistic structures.  

 

Scoring Scale.  Scores will be assigned to each response to the short (focused)-response constructed-response 
questions on CSET: Punjabi Subtest III according to the following scoring scale. 
 

SCORE 

POINT SCORE POINT DESCRIPTION 

3 

The "3" response reflects a command of the relevant knowledge and skills as defined in the 
CSET subject matter requirements for World Languages. 

• The purpose of the assignment is fully achieved. 
• There is an accurate application of relevant subject matter knowledge. 
• There is appropriate and specific relevant supporting evidence. 

2 

The "2" response reflects a general command of the relevant knowledge and skills as defined 
in the CSET subject matter requirements for World Languages. 

• The purpose of the assignment is largely achieved. 
• There is a largely accurate application of relevant subject matter knowledge. 
• There is acceptable relevant supporting evidence. 

1 

The "1" response reflects a limited or no command of the relevant knowledge and skills as 
defined in the CSET subject matter requirements for World Languages. 

• The purpose of the assignment is only partially or not achieved. 
• There is limited or no application of relevant subject matter knowledge. 
• There is little or no relevant supporting evidence. 

 
continued on next page
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For Listening Comprehension and Reading Comprehension: 
 

U 
The "U" (Unscorable) is assigned to a response that is unrelated to the assignment, illegible, 
not in the target language or English, or does not contain a sufficient amount of original 
work to score. 

B The "B" (Blank) is assigned to a response that is blank. 

 
For Written Expression: 
 

U 
The "U" (Unscorable) is assigned to a response that is unrelated to the assignment, illegible, 
not in the target language, or does not contain a sufficient amount of original work to score. 

B The "B" (Blank) is assigned to a response that is blank. 

 
For Oral Expression: 
 

U 
The "U" (Unscorable) is assigned to a response that is unrelated to the assignment, 
inaudible/incomprehensible, not in the target language, or does not contain a sufficient 
amount of original work to score. 

B The "B" (Blank) is assigned to a response that is blank. 
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B.  EXTENDED-RESPONSE QUESTION 
 
Performance Characteristics.  The following performance characteristics will guide the scoring of responses 
to the extended-response constructed-response question on CSET: Punjabi Subtest III. 
 

PURPOSE  The extent to which the response addresses the constructed-response 
assignment's charge in relation to relevant CSET subject matter 
requirements. 

SUBJECT MATTER 
KNOWLEDGE 

The application of accurate subject matter knowledge as described in the 
relevant CSET subject matter requirements. 

SUPPORT The appropriateness and quality of the supporting evidence in relation to 
relevant CSET subject matter requirements. 

DEPTH AND BREADTH OF 
UNDERSTANDING 

The degree to which the response demonstrates understanding of the 
relevant CSET subject matter requirements. 

 

Relevant Subject Matter Requirements for Written Expression 

• Compose a well-organized passage in the target language employing styles and levels of diction 
appropriate for a given audience. 

• Compose a well-organized passage in the target language employing styles and levels of diction 
appropriate for a given purpose. 

• Compose a well-organized passage in the target language employing styles and levels of diction 
appropriate for a given occasion. 

• Compose a well-organized passage in the target language demonstrating command of a wide range of 
vocabulary. 

• Compose a well-organized passage in the target language demonstrating command of idiomatic 
expressions. 

• Compose a well-organized passage in the target language demonstrating command of linguistic 
structures. 
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Scoring Scale.  Scores will be assigned to each response to the extended-response constructed-response 
question on CSET: Punjabi Subtest III according to the following scoring scale. 
 

SCORE 

POINT SCORE POINT DESCRIPTION 

4 

The "4" response reflects a thorough command of the relevant knowledge and skills as 
defined in the CSET subject matter requirements for World Languages. 

• The purpose of the assignment is fully achieved. 

• There is a substantial and accurate application of relevant subject matter knowledge. 

• The supporting evidence is sound; there are high-quality, relevant examples. 

• The response reflects a comprehensive understanding of the assignment. 

3 

The "3" response reflects a general command of the relevant knowledge and skills as defined 
in the CSET subject matter requirements for World Languages. 

• The purpose of the assignment is largely achieved. 

• There is a largely accurate application of relevant subject matter knowledge. 

• The supporting evidence is adequate; there are some acceptable, relevant examples. 

• The response reflects an adequate understanding of the assignment. 

2 

The "2" response reflects a limited command of the relevant knowledge and skills as defined 
in the CSET subject matter requirements for World Languages. 

• The purpose of the assignment is partially achieved. 

• There is limited accurate application of relevant subject matter knowledge. 

• The supporting evidence is limited; there are few relevant examples. 

• The response reflects a limited understanding of the assignment. 

1 

The "1" response reflects little or no command of the relevant knowledge and skills as 
defined in the CSET subject matter requirements for World Languages. 

• The purpose of the assignment is not achieved. 

• There is little or no accurate application of relevant subject matter knowledge. 

• The supporting evidence is weak; there are no or few relevant examples. 

• The response reflects little or no understanding of the assignment. 

U 
The "U" (Unscorable) is assigned to a response that is unrelated to the assignment, illegible, 
not in the target language, or does not contain a sufficient amount of original work to score. 

B The "B" (Blank) is assigned to a response that is blank. 
 




