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Sample Test Questions for CSET: Farsi Subtest I 
 
 
Below is a set of questions that are similar to the questions you will see on Subtest I of CSET: Farsi.  You are 
encouraged to respond to the questions without looking at the responses provided in the next section.  Record 
your responses on a sheet of paper and compare them with the provided responses. 
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General Directions 
 
This test consists of constructed-response assignments that require written responses.  Directions for the 
constructed-response assignments appear immediately before each assignment. 
 
You may work on the constructed-response assignments in any order that you choose, and you may go back and 
review your answers at any time during the testing session.  However, be sure to allocate your time carefully so 
you are able to complete the entire test within the testing session.   
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CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE ASSIGNMENT DIRECTIONS: 
ASSIGNMENTS 1, 2, AND 3 

 
For each constructed-response assignment in this section, you are to prepare a written response on the assigned 
topic.  The assignments can be found beginning on the next screen. 
 
Your responses may be written in either English or the target language.  If you choose to respond in 
English, type your response in the response box presented on-screen.  If you choose to respond in the target 
language, your final response must be written on the Response Sheets provided.  Please label your response 
sheets (1 per assignment) with the appropriate Assignment number (e.g., “Assignment 1,” “Assignment 2,” or 
“Assignment 3”).  All response sheets must be scanned using the scanner provided at your workstation. 
 
Instructions for scanning your Response Sheet are available by clicking the “Scanning Help” button at 
the top of the screen. 
 
Read each assignment carefully before you respond.  Think about how you will organize your responses.  You 
may use the erasable notebooklet to make notes, write an outline, or otherwise prepare your responses.  
However, your final response to each assignment must be typed into the on-screen response box OR 
written on a response sheet and scanned using the scanner provided. 
 
Your responses will be evaluated based on the following criteria.   
 
PURPOSE:  the extent to which the response addresses the constructed-response assignment's charge in 
relation to relevant CSET subject matter requirements 
 
SUBJECT MATTER KNOWLEDGE:  the application of accurate subject matter knowledge as described in 
the relevant CSET subject matter requirements 
 
SUPPORT:  the appropriateness and quality of the supporting evidence in relation to relevant CSET subject 
matter requirements 
 

Assignment 1:  Relevant Subject Matter Requirements 

• Demonstrate an understanding of the nature, purposes, and uses of language.  
• Demonstrate an understanding of the development of language and the significance of language change, 

including the variations that occur within the contexts of time, place, age, gender, and situation. 
• Demonstrate an understanding of the principles of pragmatics, discourse analysis, and the theory of speech 

acts.  
• Demonstrate an understanding of theories of language acquisition and learning. 

 

Assignment 2:  Relevant Subject Matter Requirements 

• Demonstrate an understanding of the phonology of the target language. 
• Demonstrate an understanding of the orthography of the target language. 
• Demonstrate an understanding of the morphology of the target language. 
• Demonstrate an understanding of the syntax of the target language. 
• Demonstrate an understanding of the semantics of the target language. 
• Describe changes that occur in the target language over time. 
• Analyze and contrast linguistic structures of the target language and English. 
• Compare and contrast particular words, idioms, and inflections in the target language and English. 
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Assignment 3:  Relevant Subject Matter Requirements 

• Demonstrate an understanding of pragmatic and sociolinguistic features of target-language discourse. 
• Demonstrate an understanding of the origins and social implications of accentual and dialectal differences 

within the target language. 
• Describe the differences among the varieties of the target language and the factors that account for these 

differences. 
 
The assignments are intended to assess subject matter knowledge and skills, not writing ability.  Your responses, 
however, must be communicated clearly enough to permit a valid judgment of your knowledge and skills.  Your 
responses should be written for an audience of educators in the field and may be written in the target language or 
English. 
 
Your responses should be your original work, written in your own words, and not copied or paraphrased from 
some other work.  Please write legibly when using response sheets.  You may not use any reference materials 
during the test.  Remember to review your work and make any changes you think will improve your responses. 
 
Any time spent responding to the assignments, including scanning the response sheet(s), is part of your testing 
time.  Monitor your time carefully.  When your testing time expires, a pop-up message will appear on-screen 
indicating the conclusion of your test session.  Only response sheets that are scanned before you end your test or 
before time has expired will be scored.  Any response sheet that is not scanned before testing ends will NOT be 
scored. 
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 1. Complete the exercise that follows. 

 
The study of morphology is an important part of the study of language.  Using your knowledge of 
linguistics, write a response, in either Farsi or English, in which you: 
 
• define morphology; and 
 
• explain two central concepts of morphology (e.g., morpheme, affix, inflectional vs. derivational 

morpheme, free vs. bound morpheme, root, stem, allomorph, back formation). 
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 2. Complete the exercise that follows. 

 
To demonstrate your understanding of the linguistic structures of Farsi and English, write a response, in 
either Farsi or English, in which you explain two main differences between the verb systems of Farsi 
and English.  Give specific examples in Farsi and English to support your response. 
 
 
 



Farsi Subtest I 
 

California Subject Examinations for Teachers Test Guide 7 

 
 3. Complete the exercise that follows. 

 
To demonstrate your understanding of the sociolinguistic features of Farsi and the cultural norms of 
Persian culture, write a response, in either Farsi or English, in which you: 
 
• identify two situations in which greetings and leave-takings in Farsi would be different based on the 

participants and the setting; and 
 
• describe the ways in which greetings and leave-takings would differ in these two situations. 
 
Be sure to provide specific examples to support your response.  You may address both verbal and 
nonverbal communication in your response. 
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CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE ASSIGNMENT DIRECTIONS:   
ASSIGNMENT 4 

 
For Assignment 4, you are to prepare a written response for each exercise in Parts I and II.   
Both parts are presented on the next screen.  Directions are provided before each part.  Write your responses to 
the exercise on the Response Sheets provided to you.  Before you continue, please do the following: 
 
1.  Label one (1) response sheet "Part I (A–D)" 
2.  Label one (1) response sheet "Part II (E–H)" 
 
Your final responses must be scanned using the scanner provided at your workstation.  Instructions for 
scanning your Response Sheets are available by clicking the "Scanning Help" button at the top of the 
screen. 
Read each exercise carefully before you respond.  Think about how you will organize your responses.  You may 
use the erasable notebooklet to make notes, write an outline, or otherwise prepare your responses.  Be sure to 
write your response to each part on the correct Response Sheet. 
 
Your responses to the exercises will be evaluated on the basis of the following criteria. 
 

• SUBJECT MATTER KNOWLEDGE:  the application of accurate subject matter knowledge as 
described in the relevant CSET subject matter requirements  

 

Assignment 4:  Relevant Subject Matter Requirements 

• Demonstrate an understanding of the orthography of the target language. 
• Demonstrate an understanding of the morphology of the target language. 
• Demonstrate an understanding of the syntax of the target language. 
• Demonstrate an understanding of the semantics of the target language. 
• Identify, analyze, and correct grammatical and mechanical errors in the target language. 

 
The assignments are intended to assess subject matter knowledge and skills, not writing ability.  Your responses, 
however, must be communicated clearly enough to permit a valid judgment of your knowledge and skills. 
 
Please write legibly when using response sheets.  You may not use any reference materials during the test.  
Remember to review your work and make any changes you think will improve your responses. 
 
Any time spent responding to these exercises, including scanning the response sheets, is part of your testing 
time.  Monitor your time carefully.  When your testing time expires, a pop-up message will appear on-screen 
indicating the conclusion of your test session.  Only response sheets that are scanned before you end your test or 
before time has expired will be scored.  Any response sheet that is not scanned before testing ends will NOT be 
scored. 
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4. PART I 

 
  Rewrite each sentence below, transforming it according to the directions given.  Your responses 

must be written in Farsi. 
 
A. Rewrite the sentence below, transforming it from active voice to passive voice. 
 

  
 
 
B. Rewrite the sentence below, transforming it from present tense to future tense. 
 

 
 
 
C. Rewrite the sentence below, transforming it from direct discourse to indirect discourse.  

 

 
 
 
D. Rewrite the sentence below, transforming it from a command to a question.  
 

  
 
 

PART II 

 
Rewrite each sentence below, correcting all errors while retaining the original meaning.  Your 
responses must be written in Farsi. 
 
E.   

 
 
F.   

 
 
G.   

 
 

H.   
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CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE ASSIGNMENT DIRECTIONS:   
ASSIGNMENTS 5 AND 6 

 
For each constructed-response assignment in this section of the test, you are to prepare a written response on the 
assigned topic. 
 
Your responses may be written in either English or the target language.  If you choose to respond in 
English, type your response in the response box presented on-screen.  If you choose to respond in the target 
language, your final response must be written on the Response Sheets provided.  Please label your response 
sheets (2 per assignment) with the appropriate Assignment number (e.g., “Assignment 5” or “Assignment 6”).  
All response sheets must be scanned using the scanner provided at your workstation.   
Instructions for scanning your Response Sheets are available by clicking the “Scanning Help” button at 
the top of the screen. 
 
Read each assignment carefully before you respond.  Think about how you will organize your responses.  You 
may use the erasable notebooklet to make notes, write an outline, or otherwise prepare your responses.  
However, your final response to each assignment must be typed into the on-screen response box OR 
written on the response sheets and scanned using the scanner provided. 
 
Your responses will be evaluated on the basis of the following criteria. 
 
PURPOSE:  the extent to which the response addresses the constructed-response assignment's charge in 
relation to relevant CSET subject matter requirements 
 
SUBJECT MATTER KNOWLEDGE:  the application of accurate subject matter knowledge as 
described in the relevant CSET subject matter requirements 
 
SUPPORT:  the appropriateness and quality of the supporting evidence in relation to relevant CSET 
subject matter requirements 
 
DEPTH AND BREADTH OF UNDERSTANDING:  the degree to which the response demonstrates 
understanding of the relevant CSET subject matter requirements 
 

Assignment 5:  Relevant Subject Matter Requirements 

• Demonstrate an understanding of major movements, genres, writers, and works in the literature of the 
target language. 

• Demonstrate an understanding of the historical, social, and cultural influences on works of literature 
in the target language. 

• Use knowledge of the literary and cultural traditions of the target culture to interpret changes in that 
culture over time. 

• Demonstrate an understanding of the ways in which literary and intellectual works and movements of 
cultures associated with the target language both reflected and shaped those cultures. 

• Analyze and interpret a wide range of literary and cultural texts. 
• Evaluate the use of language to convey meaning, to inform, to persuade, or to evoke reader response. 
• Analyze the elements of literary works. 
• Interpret the use of rhetorical and literary techniques. 
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Assignment 6:  Relevant Subject Matter Requirements 

• Demonstrate an understanding of how all of the cultural perspectives within nations and cultures 
associated with the target language interact to influence the development and evolution of the target 
cultures. 

• Demonstrate familiarity with how the major physical and other geographical features of countries and 
cultures associated with the target language have influenced the cultures' development and evolution. 

• Analyze how political factors have influenced the development and evolution of cultures associated 
with the target language, including the interrelationship between geography and political systems. 

• Demonstrate familiarity with significant individuals, key eras, and major historical events and 
developments within nations and cultures associated with the target language, and analyze their 
influence on the development and evolution of the target cultures. 

• Demonstrate an understanding of how the political, religious, social, economic, and educational 
systems and institutions in nations and cultures associated with the target language have been shaped 
by and have influenced the development and evolution of the target cultures. 

• Demonstrate an understanding of how cultural practices exemplify cultural perspectives. 
• Analyze cultural stereotypes and their effects on the perceptions of and attitudes toward the target 

cultures. 
• Demonstrate an understanding of how the products of a target culture exemplify cultural perspectives. 

 
The assignments are intended to assess subject matter knowledge and skills, not writing ability.  Your responses, 
however, must be communicated clearly enough to permit a valid judgment of your knowledge and skills.  Your 
responses should be written for an audience of educators in the field and may be written in the target language or 
English. 
 
Your responses should be your original work, written in your own words, and not copied or paraphrased from 
some other work.  Please write legibly when using response sheets.  You may not use any reference materials 
during the test.  Remember to review your work and make any changes you think will improve your responses. 
 
Any time spent responding to the assignments, including scanning the response sheet(s), is part of your testing 
time.  Monitor your time carefully.  When your testing time expires, a pop-up message will appear on-screen 
indicating the conclusion of your test session.  Only response sheets that are scanned before you end your test or 
before time has expired will be scored.  Any response sheet that is not scanned before testing ends will NOT be 
scored. 
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 5. Read the ghazal below by Háfiz (c. 1325–1390); then complete the exercise that follows. 

 

 
 
Using your knowledge of literature, write a response, in either Farsi or English, in which you: 
 
• describe the mood of the ghazal; 
 
• analyze how the poet uses figurative language to create the mood; and 
 
• discuss one major contribution that Háfiz made to Persian literature. 
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 6. Complete the exercise that follows. 

 
In the history of every culture, there are important people (e.g., artists, writers, political figures, 
scientists, philosophers, educators) who contribute to the culture's development and evolution.  Using 
your knowledge of Persian history and culture, identify and discuss such a person in the history of 
Persian culture.  You may write your response either in Farsi or in English.  In your response, you may 
wish to include, but are not limited to, the following topics: 
 
• the identification of a person of particular importance in the development and evolution of Persian 

culture; 
 
• a description of the most significant accomplishments or activities of that person's life; 
 
• an analysis of the contribution that person made to the development and evolution of Persian 

culture. 
 
Be sure to give specific examples to support your claims. 
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Examples of Strong Responses to Sample Constructed-Response 
Questions for CSET: Farsi Subtest I 

 
 

General Linguistics 

Question #1 (Score Point 3 Response) 
 

 
Morphology is the study of the parts of words and how those parts combine.  One central 

concept of morphology is the difference between a bound and a free morpheme; a bound 

morpheme cannot stand on its own, but a free morpheme can.  Another central concept of 

morphology is the idea of an affix.  An affix is a bound morpheme that gets attached to a 

word; it can be attached at the beginning or end of a root word.  When it is attached to the 

beginning of the word, it is called a prefix, and when it is attached to the end of a word, it is 

called a suffix.  The word unthinkable contains examples of free and bound morphemes and 

of affixes.  It has a free morpheme (think) and two bound morphemes that are affixes (the 

prefix un– and the suffix –able). 
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Linguistics of the Target Language 

Question #2 (Score Point 3 Response) 
 

 One major difference between the verb systems of English and Farsi can be seen in 

the conjugation of present tense verbs.  In Farsi, the conjugation of the present tense 

requires the addition of a prefix ("mi-") as well as the use of inflectional endings to show 

person and number.  In English, prefixes are not part of the conjugation of a verb.  In 

addition, because some of the inflected verbs share the same form, a pronoun is usually 

necessary in English to indicate person and number.  This is not the case in Farsi, as all six 

inflectional endings are different.  The information about the pronoun is embedded in the 

ending.  These difference in the present tense conjugation can be seen in the following 

examples: 

I bring we bring 

you bring  you (plural) bring 

he, she brings they bring  
 
 A second significant difference between the verb systems of English and Farsi is that 

the Farsi verb system employs a wide and rich variety of compound verbs.  Unlike in English, 

the majority of verbs in Farsi are compound verbs.  These verbs can consist of a base 

(auxiliary) verb added to a noun, an adjective, or a prepositional phrase.  For example, the 

concepts expressed by the English verbs "to listen," "to speak," and "to hope" are expressed 

in Farsi through compound verbs in which auxiliary verbs are combined with nouns: 

  
 

continued on next page 
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Question #2 (Score Point 3 Response) continued 
 

 Similarly, the concepts expressed by the English verbs "to turn on (a light)" and "to 

open" are expressed in Farsi through compound verbs in which auxiliary verbs are combined 

with adjectives: 

  
 Finally, while English does form some compound verbs by combining a verb with a 

preposition ("to pick up, to seek out"), there are many Farsi verbs that use this type of 

combination where English does not.  For example, the meaning that is expressed in English 

by the verb "to return" is expressed in Farsi as:   

  

 

 
Question #3 (Score Point 3 Response) 
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Question #4 (Score Point 3 Response) 
 

 
A. 

 
 
 

B. 
 
 
 

C. 
 
 
 

D. 
 
 
 

E. 
 
 
 

F. 
 
 
 

G. 
 
 
 

H. 
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Literary and Cultural Texts and Traditions 

Question #5 (Score Point 4 Response) 
 
 

In this ghazal, a lover tells of his grief and puzzlement at the sudden departure of his 

beloved.  The ghazal is a short poem in which the lover shows complete devotion to an 

idealized beloved who could be a patron, God, or simply a lover.  Typically in the Persian 

ghazal, emotions such as grief, joy, or passion set the mood of the poem and are usually 

strongly exaggerated using conventional language and symbolism.  The mood of this ghazal  

is one of profound grief and sorrow. 

Háfiz establishes the mood of the ghazal by using imagery and symbolism related to a 

lover reflecting on his departed beloved.  In the two first lines of this ghazal, the poet 

expresses the great beauty of the suddenly departed beloved, which hints at the depth of 

the lover's grief and sorrow over her departure.  The following couplets reinforce the first 

one, as the lover's feelings of helplessness and grief are explored.  Still using imagery 

related to a relationship with a lover, the poet finally explains that, despite the lover's 

devotion, an anticipated encounter with the beloved in the "garden of union" will not take 

place.  The beloved has left for good.  In the last couplet, as is the norm for the ghazal form, 

the poet introduces himself using his pen-name, "we wailed and wept all night just like Háfiz."  

This may refer to the poet's own state of mind, giving the audience additional insight into 

the mood of the poet and poem. 

Háfiz is one of the most influential Persian poets.  He largely contributed to the 

development of the Persian ghazal, a form that evolved from pre-Islamic Persian court 

poetry.  His mastery of the Persian language's nuances, colloquialisms, conventions, and 

musicality allowed him to create intense poems that remained accessible to all types of 

audiences.  He helped make poetry accessible to all.  Háfiz's extensive diwan is still studied, 

sung, imitated, and very much appreciated throughout the Persian-speaking world. 
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Cultural Analysis and Comparisons 

Question #6 (Score Point 4 Response) 
 
 

Shirin Ebadi is an Iranian lawyer and a human rights activist.  She is the founder of two 

Iranian nongovernmental organizations: the Society for Protecting the Rights of the Child 

and the Defenders of Human Rights Center. 

 Shirin Ebadi was born in northwest Iran, but came to Tehran as a small child.  Upon 

finishing secondary school, she entered Tehran University, where she studied law.  As a 

fresh university graduate she took the entrance exams for the department of justice, and 

after a six-month apprenticeship began service as a judge.  She lost this position nine years 

later as a result of the Iranian revolution and for an interim of some 13 years she was unable 

to find employment as a judge or a lawyer.  During this time she published widely on 

different aspects of Iranian law and human rights, including works focusing specifically on 

children's rights and women's rights. 

Shirin Ebadi succeeded in obtaining a lawyer's license and in that capacity represented 

victims of child abuse, the families of victims of political persecution, and publishers of 

banned periodicals.  She also drafted the original text of the law against physical abuse of 

children, which was passed by the Iranian parliament in 2002.  In 2003, Ebadi was awarded 

the Nobel Peace Prize for her work in the field of human rights of women and children.  She 

is the first Iranian and the first Muslim woman to receive this prize.  Shirin Ebadi has been  

a frequent lecturer at campuses in the United States.  Her presentations include such 

subjects as women's issues, human rights, world peace, Islam, and her own country, Iran. 
 

continued on next page 
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Question #6 (Score Point 4 Response) continued 
 
 

Shirin Ebadi's impact on modern-day Iran is not restricted to a single segment or facet 

of society.  Her initiative and efforts in support of children's rights have placed the plight 

of abused children in the public spotlight and effected meaningful social change.  With her 

many career accomplishments, she has become a persuasive role model for modern Iranian 

women.  Through her overseas academic work, Ebadi has become an eminent representative 

of Iranian culture and an outspoken defender of Iranian independence and sovereignty.  And 

as a Nobel Peace Prize recipient, she is a source of pride for the Persian-speaking world. 

 



 

California Subject Examinations for Teachers Test Guide 21 

Scoring Information for CSET: Farsi Subtest I 
 
 
Because the questions on CSET: Farsi Subtest I are of two types—one type requiring a short (focused) response 
taking approximately 10 minutes to complete, and another type requiring an extended response taking 
approximately 40 minutes to complete—two sets of performance characteristics and two scoring scales will be 
used to score responses to the questions.  Responses to the Linguistics of the Target Language: Transformation 
and Error Analysis constructed-response questions are scored by qualified California educators.  Responses to 
the General Linguistics and remaining Linguistics of the Target Language questions are scored by qualified 
California educators using focused holistic scoring.  Scorers will judge the overall effectiveness of your 
responses while focusing on the performance characteristics that have been identified as important for this 
subtest (see below and pages 22–24).  Each response will be assigned a score based on an approved scoring 
scale (see pages 22, 23, and 25). 
 
Your performance on the subtest will be evaluated against a standard determined by the Commission on Teacher 
Credentialing based on professional judgments and recommendations of California educators. 
 
 

Performance Characteristics and Scoring Scales for CSET: Farsi Subtest I 

A.  SHORT (FOCUSED)-RESPONSE QUESTIONS (except Linguistics of the Target Language: 
Transformation and Error Analysis) 
 
Performance Characteristics.  The following performance characteristics will guide the scoring of responses 
to the General Linguistics and Linguistics of the Target Language questions (except Linguistics of the Target 
Language: Transformation and Error Analysis) on CSET: Farsi Subtest I. 
 

PURPOSE The extent to which the response addresses the constructed-response assignment's 
charge in relation to relevant CSET subject matter requirements. 

SUBJECT MATTER 
KNOWLEDGE 

The application of accurate subject matter knowledge as described in the relevant 
CSET subject matter requirements. 

SUPPORT The appropriateness and quality of the supporting evidence in relation to relevant 
CSET subject matter requirements. 

 

Relevant Subject Matter Requirements for General Linguistics 

• Demonstrate an understanding of the nature, purposes, and uses of language. 

• Demonstrate an understanding of the development of language and the significance of language 
change, including the variations that occur within the contexts of time, place, age, gender, and situation. 

• Demonstrate an understanding of the principles of pragmatics, discourse analysis, and the theory of 
speech acts. 

• Demonstrate an understanding of theories of language acquisition and learning. 
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Relevant Subject Matter Requirements for Linguistics of the Target Language 
(Language Structures and Contrastive Analysis) 

• Demonstrate an understanding of the phonology of the target language. 

• Demonstrate an understanding of the orthography of the target language. 

• Demonstrate an understanding of the morphology of the target language. 

• Demonstrate an understanding of the syntax of the target language. 

• Demonstrate an understanding of the semantics of the target language. 

• Describe changes that occur in the target language over time. 

• Analyze and contrast linguistic structures of the target language and English. 

• Compare and contrast particular words, idioms, and inflections in the target language and English. 

 

Relevant Subject Matter Requirements for Linguistics of the Target Language 
(Sociolinguistics and Pragmatics) 

• Demonstrate an understanding of pragmatic and sociolinguistic features of target-language discourse. 

• Demonstrate an understanding of the origins and social implications of accentual and dialectal 
differences within the target language. 

• Describe the differences among the varieties of the target language and the factors that account for 
these differences. 

 
Scoring Scale.  Scores will be assigned to each response to the General Linguistics and Linguistics of the Target 
Language questions (except Linguistics of the Target Language: Transformation and Error Analysis) on CSET: 
Farsi Subtest I according to the following scoring scale. 

SCORE 

POINT SCORE POINT DESCRIPTION 

3 

The "3" response reflects a command of the relevant knowledge and skills as defined in 
the CSET subject matter requirements for World Languages. 

• The purpose of the assignment is fully achieved. 
• There is an accurate application of relevant subject matter knowledge. 
• There is appropriate and specific relevant supporting evidence. 

2 

The "2" response reflects a general command of the relevant knowledge and skills as 
defined in the CSET subject matter requirements for World Languages. 

• The purpose of the assignment is largely achieved. 
• There is a largely accurate application of relevant subject matter knowledge. 
• There is acceptable relevant supporting evidence. 

1 

The "1" response reflects a limited or no command of the relevant knowledge and skills 
as defined in the CSET subject matter requirements for World Languages. 

• The purpose of the assignment is only partially or not achieved. 
• There is limited or no application of relevant subject matter knowledge. 
• There is little or no relevant supporting evidence. 

U 
The "U" (Unscorable) is assigned to a response that is unrelated to the assignment, 
illegible, not in the target language or specified form or orthography of the target 
language or English, or does not contain a sufficient amount of original work to score. 

B The "B" (Blank) is assigned to a response that is blank. 
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B.  LINGUISTICS OF THE TARGET LANGUAGE: TRANSFORMATION AND ERROR ANALYSIS 
 
Performance Characteristics.  The following performance characteristic will guide the scoring of responses  
to the Linguistics of the Target Language: Transformation and Error Analysis questions on CSET: Farsi 
Subtest I. 
 

SUBJECT MATTER 
KNOWLEDGE 

The application of accurate subject matter knowledge as described in the relevant 
CSET subject matter requirements. 

 

Relevant Subject Matter Requirements for Linguistics of the Target Language 
(Transformation and Error Analysis) 

• Demonstrate an understanding of the orthography of the target language. 
• Demonstrate an understanding of the morphology of the target language. 
• Demonstrate an understanding of the syntax of the target language. 
• Demonstrate an understanding of the semantics of the target language. 
• Identify, analyze, and correct grammatical and mechanical errors in the target language. 

 

Transformation 

For these tasks, a "Correct" response is described by the following: 

The candidate's response correctly transforms the sentence as instructed, i.e., the response follows all 
applicable grammatical rules of the target language and accurately supplies a transformed word, phrase,  
or clause construction as directed. 

Error Analysis 

For these tasks, a "Correct" response is described by the following: 

The candidate's response acceptably corrects the syntactic or linguistic error(s) found in the sentence, i.e.,  
the response has located and corrected the error(s) of language structure found within the sentence and has 
retained the original meaning. 

 
Scoring Scale.  Scores will be assigned to the Linguistics of the Target Language: Transformation and Error 
Analysis questions on CSET: Farsi Subtest I as a composite score according to the following scoring scale. 
 

SCORE 

POINT 
SCORE POINT 

DESCRIPTION 

3 7–8 tasks correct 

2 4–6 tasks correct 

1 0–3 tasks correct 
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C.  EXTENDED-RESPONSE QUESTIONS 
 

Performance Characteristics.  The following performance characteristics will guide the scoring of responses 
to the extended-response questions on CSET: Farsi Subtest I. 
 

PURPOSE The extent to which the response addresses the constructed-response 
assignment's charge in relation to relevant CSET subject matter requirements. 

SUBJECT MATTER 
KNOWLEDGE 

The application of accurate subject matter knowledge as described in the 
relevant CSET subject matter requirements. 

SUPPORT The appropriateness and quality of the supporting evidence in relation to 
relevant CSET subject matter requirements. 

DEPTH AND BREADTH 
OF UNDERSTANDING 

The degree to which the response demonstrates understanding of the relevant 
CSET subject matter requirements. 

 

Relevant Subject Matter Requirements for Literary and Cultural Texts and Traditions 
• Demonstrate an understanding of major movements, genres, writers, and works in the literature of the 

target language. 
• Demonstrate an understanding of the historical, social, and cultural influences on works of literature in 

the target language. 
• Use knowledge of the literary and cultural traditions of the target culture to interpret changes in that 

culture over time. 
• Demonstrate an understanding of the ways in which literary and intellectual works and movements of 

cultures associated with the target language both reflected and shaped those cultures. 
• Analyze and interpret a wide range of literary and cultural texts. 
• Evaluate the use of language to convey meaning, to inform, to persuade, or to evoke reader response. 
• Analyze the elements of literary works. 
• Interpret the use of rhetorical and literary techniques. 

 

Relevant Subject Matter Requirements for Cultural Analysis and Comparisons 
• Demonstrate an understanding of how all of the cultural perspectives within nations and cultures 

associated with the target language interact to influence the development and evolution of the target 
cultures. 

• Demonstrate familiarity with how the major physical and other geographical features of countries and 
cultures associated with the target language have influenced the cultures' development and evolution. 

• Analyze how political factors have influenced the development and evolution of cultures associated 
with the target language, including the relationship between geography and political systems. 

• Demonstrate familiarity with significant individuals, key eras, and major historical events and 
developments within nations and cultures associated with the target language, and analyze their 
influence on the development and evolution of the target cultures. 

• Demonstrate an understanding of how the political, religious, social, economic, and educational systems 
and institutions in nations and cultures associated with the target language have been shaped by and 
have influenced the development and evolution of the target cultures. 

• Demonstrate an understanding of how cultural practices exemplify cultural perspectives. 
• Analyze cultural stereotypes and their effects on the perceptions of and attitudes toward the target 

cultures. 
• Demonstrate an understanding of how the products of a target culture exemplify cultural perspectives. 
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Scoring Scale.  Scores will be assigned to each response to the extended-response questions on CSET: Farsi 
Subtest I according to the following scoring scale. 
 

SCORE 

POINT SCORE POINT DESCRIPTION 

4 

The "4" response reflects a thorough command of the relevant knowledge and skills as 
defined in the CSET subject matter requirements for World Languages. 

• The purpose of the assignment is fully achieved. 

• There is a substantial and accurate application of relevant subject matter knowledge. 

• The supporting evidence is sound; there are high-quality, relevant examples. 

• The response reflects a comprehensive understanding of the assignment. 

3 

The "3" response reflects a general command of the relevant knowledge and skills as 
defined in the CSET subject matter requirements for World Languages. 

• The purpose of the assignment is largely achieved. 

• There is a largely accurate application of relevant subject matter knowledge. 

• The supporting evidence is adequate; there are some acceptable, relevant examples. 

• The response reflects an adequate understanding of the assignment. 

2 

The "2" response reflects a limited command of the relevant knowledge and skills as 
defined in the CSET subject matter requirements for World Languages. 

• The purpose of the assignment is partially achieved. 

• There is limited accurate application of relevant subject matter knowledge. 

• The supporting evidence is limited; there are few relevant examples. 

• The response reflects a limited understanding of the assignment. 

1 

The "1" response reflects little or no command of the relevant knowledge and skills as 
defined in the CSET subject matter requirements for World Languages. 

• The purpose of the assignment is not achieved. 

• There is little or no accurate application of relevant subject matter knowledge. 

• The supporting evidence is weak; there are no or few relevant examples. 

• The response reflects little or no understanding of the assignment. 

U 
The "U" (Unscorable) is assigned to a response that is unrelated to the assignment, illegible, 
not in the target language or English, or does not contain a sufficient amount of original 
work to score. 

B The "B" (Blank) is assigned to a response that is blank. 
 

 




